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@sixwords @tiffanyschlain  #CharacterIn6Words 

#CharacterDay2016 

 

HONORABLE MENTIONS: 

 

“Small acts of leadership change lives”  

-Katie Updegrove 

 

“Responsibility leads the way in life” 

-Evan Urbanski 

 

 Way to use 6 words!! 

 

 



 

 

In honor of the “Because I Said I Would” campaign dedicated to 

helping people set and keep promises, Mr. Rogoff and Ms. DeBlasi’s 7th 

grade students made promises to themselves and posted them proudly in 

their classroom. What an inspiration! 

 

 



A huge congratulations to Mr. Randy Kupcha for being selected as 2016 

Art Educator of the Year by the New Jersey State Teen Arts Festival and 

the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation!  He was presented with a citation of 

commendation and praise from Patricia L. Walsh, Director of the 

Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders Tuesday night. The 

ceremony was introduced by Kaitlyn Bundy, Director of Somerset County 

Teen Arts and Patricia McGarry, Director of Somerset County Cultural and 

Heritage Commission. Thank you Mr. Kupcha for everything you do to 

support our students in art education!  

 

 
 

 

http://www.co.somerset.nj.us/government/elected-officials/freeholders/patricia-l-walsh-director


Mrs. Laura Petronio, 6th grade Special Education teacher was awarded 

the honor of Super Teacher of the month! Thank you for all of your hard 

work! 

 

 

“This BCMS teacher has several super powers.   One is her willingness to 

support her colleagues and be a resource to others. Another superpower is her ability 

to empathize with her students.  She seeks to understand her students on a deep level 

and plans her classroom instruction from their perspective.  She uses this same 

perspective to advocate for her students and to patiently provide them with support.” 

 

 



 

 

The 8th Grade Peer Leaders ran an assembly on the because i said i 

would social movement.  The program is dedicated to helping people 

set and keep promises.  Thank you to Mrs. Urbanski, Mrs. Updegrove, 

Mrs. Cardamone, and Mrs. Gorski for helping set up the assembly! 

 

 

    

 

 



BCMS HAS CHARACTER! 

  

#CharacterInSixWords #CharacterDay2016 #sixwordmemoir Students 

and staff were given some opportunities to write their six word memoir 

related to the question, “What does character mean to you?” for the 

social media global movement, Character Day on 9/23/16.   

    

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

6
th

 Graders  



6th Grade Field Trip 

 

On Tuesday September 13th, 2016, the 6th graders attended a trip to Fairview Lake YMCA.  This team-

building trip was designed to help students enhance their leadership, communication, and cooperation 

skills. 

 

The YMCA staff commented that the students were among the best 

behaved groups they have ever hosted! 

 

The trip was made possible by funding support from the  

Branchburg Education Foundation. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Congratulations to Sean, a 2016 graduate of BCMS who received a service grant from 

the YSA Organization under the Hero in Your Community Award! 

 

 

Sean Reilly, 14, New Jersey, has always been passionate 
about sports. His easy-going character and finesse at 
sports make socializing with others an easy task. However, 
not everyone at Sean’s school has his experience. Sean 
decided to take action and use his compassion and 
kindness to help special education students in his school 
struggling with social isolation, and in the process, made his 
school environment more friendly and welcoming for 
everyone.  

Sean volunteers his free time during the school day to help 

students with significant social and language disabilities 

adjust to the school environment and create friendly 

connections with the other students. Sean did not fully 

understand the power of his compassion until he joined a 

leadership club designated to create dignified social 

opportunities for students for whom it is difficult to make friendships and socialize. Sean offered 

his peers in the program the attention, encouragement, and care that was previously 

unavailable to them. This lead to a complete change of a behavior in many of the students 

altering the climate and culture of Sean’s school for the better. 

After Sean saw with his own eyes what the power of compassion can do, he went even further. 

He is now helping his teachers start a “Kickball4All” league that gives students with disabilities 

access to social opportunities and sports. Special education students will meet up with other 

students at a nearby softball field to play kickball once a week starting in July 2016. The 

project will take place every summer. 

Sean is an example of how kindness can be used to encourage other people to succeed. With 

Sean’s help, 50 incoming 8th grade students graduated from his school’s leadership program. 

We are looking forward to see Sean’s progress in the future and how he will inspire others to 

fulfill their potential. 
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